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well exhausted, made a very good and honourable speech,
and ended with a declaration quite as Conservative as Peel's
was on the other hand Liberal, so much so that it is really
difficult to say what difference there now is between them,
nor does there appear any reason why (circumstances per-
mitting) they should not act together to-inorrow* As far as
the two parties tire concerned, taking debate and division,
perhaps no great advantage has been gained by either, but I
think the discussion has been beneficial by eliciting the above
declaration from the respective leaders.
The Precedence Question has fallen to the ground, and
is left unsettled, in a manner much to be regretted. After
my interview with FitsaGerald, I went to Clarendon and told
him what had passed. He went to the Cabinet, and pre-
vailed ou Duneannon to speak to Melbourne and get him to
communicate with the Duke, for the purpose of settling the
question if possible amicably. Melbourne said he would,
but did not. On Friday the Cabinet agreed to give up the
precedence over the Prince of Wales \ but to a question of
Brougham's the Chancellor said, ho had no other concession
to offer. It was then agreed that the discussion should be
taken on Monday. On Saturday Clarendon spoke to Mel-
bourne himself, and urged him to consider seriously the in-
convenience of a battle on this point, and prevailed upon
him to go to the Duke of Wellington and talk it over with
him- Ho wrote to tlio Duke, who immediately agreed to
receive him; when ho went to Apsloy House, and they had an
hour's conversation* Melbourne found him with one of Ms
very stiffest crotchets in his head, determined only to give
the Prince precedence after the Royal Family; and all he
could get from him was, that it would be unjust to do mote*
All argument was unavailing, and ho left him on Saturday
evening without having boon able to make any impression
on him, or to move him by a representation of the Queen's
feelings to make concessions to meet those the Government
were prepared to make 5 for the Queen would have been
content to accept precedence for her life, and saving tie
rights of the Prince of Wales- This, however* they would